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Check Subtraction with Addition

1. John solved a subtraction problem. Then he added his answer to the
number he subtracted. He knew he made a mistake. How did he know
that?

2. John solved another problem. He checked it with addition. Use his
addition to decide whether his answer is correct. How do you know?

7 2
� 4 3

3 1

3 1
� 4 3

7 4

John’s solution:

John’s check:

J

9 7
� 6 2

3 5

3 5
� 6 2

9 7

John’s solution:

John’s check:

Dear Family Member:

In this homework students will practice using addition to check subtraction
problems. If you subtract something and then add it back, you should get
what you started with. For example, 25 – 7 = 18. Adding 7 back to 18 gives
you 25, the number you started with. If you had gotten something else, you
would know there was a mistake. Please help your child use addition to check
subtraction problems.
Thank you.




