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Steps for Writing “What if” Problems

Start your problem with
“What if . . . ”

What is the question
to answer?

Draw a picture.

Write a number sentence.

Tell how many characters, 
objects, or events.

For a multiplication
problem:

For a division
Problem:

How many objects
does each have?

How many are 
sharing?

How many will
each get?

Tell how many total 
characters, objects, 

or events.

Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 K

en
da

ll 
H

un
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

pa
ny




