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Problem Solving with 
U.S. Population Numbers

1. The population of the United States as reported in 1972 was
209,896,021 people and in 2012 reported as 313,914,040 people.
About how many more people were there in the United States in 2012
than in 1972? Show or tell how you solved this problem.

2. If the U.S. continues to grow at this rate, estimate the year in which the
population goes over four hundred million. Explain how you decided.
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Yes . . . Yes, but . . . No, but . . . No. . .

MPE2. Find a strategy. I choose 
good tools and an efficient 
strategy for solving the 
problem.

MPE4. Check my calculations. If 
 I make mistakes, I correct them.

MPE5.  Show my work. I show or 
tell how I arrived at my answer 
so someone else can understand 
my thinking. 

Expec-
tation

Check
In Comments

Problem Solving with U.S. Population Numbers
Feedback Box

E1

E2

E3

Read and write large numbers.

Compare and order large numbers.

Round large numbers.




